Remnants of a Relationship: Significance of the Bujang Valley 
to Penang & Global Archealogy

DATE:           Saturday, 18 December 2010

TIME:            5pm – 7.30pm

VENUE:        Level Five (Theatre Two), Wawasan Open University

Think City Sdn Bhd & the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society is pleased to announce its second installment of its ground-breaking Penang Story Lectures – this time featuring Bujang Valley in Kedah – a one-time powerful trading settlement in Kedah, which mysteriously disappeared long before the establishment of the Malacca Empire.

The Lecture will be conducted by Universiti Sains Malaysia’s Centre for Global Archaeological Research (CGAR) director Associate Professor Dr Mokhtar Saidi, who headed the archeological dig that recently unearthed monuments dating back 1,900 years and where the oldest recorded man-made buildings in Southeast Asia have been discovered.

Coined by historians worldwide as “one of the most important civilisational finds in the region”, the discoveries by Dr Mokhtar and his team point to evidence that the Bujang Valley civilisation existed 2,000 years ago, long before neighbouring empires such as Majapahit (AD1200) and Sri Vijaya (AD700). 

The work being conducted by CGAR continues to propel a rewriting our land’s recorded history and is now trying to determine how advanced the little-known civilisation – known variously in historic annals as Kataha, Kidaram and Chieh-Cha – actually are. 

Come join us on the evening of Dec 18th to listen to the team leader of one of Malaysia’s all-important archeological dig sites;  participate and listen to his findings that were recently presented at the International Conference on Bujang Valley and Early Civilisation in Southeast Asia held in July.

This event is organised by Think City Sdn Bhd and the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society (MBRAS).  MBRAS Chairman Tun Hanif Omar will launch the event while the moderator for the lecture is Professor (Rtd) Dr Cheah Boon Kheng who is Vice President of MBRAS.

Penang Story is a cultural mapping project under the George Town Grants Programme (“GTGP”) organised by Think City Sdn Bhd (“Think City”) in collaboration with Penang Heritage Trust (“PHT”) and knowledge partners the George Town World Heritage Incorporated & Universiti Sains Malaysia (“USM”). 

The lecture series is an open sourced platform that encourages all those with an interest in Penang from different parts of the world to contribute towards the “deepening” its story. The focus is not only on events & people but also other intangible heritage involving foodways, economic activities, values and beliefs, education and all other aspects related to George Town’s Outstanding Universal Values.

For more information please don’t hesitate to contact me via email or call Think City Sdn Bhd at 605-222 6800. Please feel free to extend this invitation to your friends and family.

Regards,

Dr Neil Khor (neilkhor@gmail.com)
Honorary Secretary 
MBRAS

