Lecture: “THE RAFFLES MALAY LETTERS”
on Saturday June 19, 2010 at Badan Warisan Malaysia, Jalan Stonor
at 5.45 p.m. (Just after the AGM see mbras.org.my for more details)
DR. AHMAT ADAM
 
(Dr. Ahmat Adam (born in Melaka, on 24th March 1941) was a graduate of the University of Malaya and School of Oriental & African Studies, London University. A former professor of History at the Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, and at the University of Malaysia Sabah, he is particularly known for his work on the early press in Indonesia. He has written several books and articles, published internationally and locally. His latest research is on “The Malay Annals” --- using its variant manuscripts to trace its origins and authorship. He is currently Senior Research Fellow at the Department of History, University of Malaya). 
 
SYNOPSIS OF LECTURE:
The discovery of 75 original Malay letters in 1969, together with some Javanese and Dutch manuscripts, in Aviemore, Scotland, has led to further historical research on events in the Malay archipelago in the early 19th century, but also on aspects of Malay culture of the period. First thought to have been lost when the ship “Fame” in which Sir Thomas Stamford Raffles and his wife were returning to England from Bencoolen, caught fire and sank off West Sumatra in February 1824, the letters in this collection included those from the rajas and chiefs in Kedah, Penang, Perak, Negeri Sembilan, Singapore and in the Riau-Lingga islands as well as those in Kalimantan, Java and Bali, to Raffles between 1810 and 1824.  His study of these letters has now been published as a monograph by the Malaysian Branch of the Royal Asiatic Society. Dr. Ahmat will speak on several aspects of Malay epistolary art, namely, on letter-writing as an important aspect of Malay diplomacy and the influence of Sufism in the Malay dating system that had very much influenced Malay writing of hikayat (a good example being the dating of the Sejarah Melayu), and religious texts.
Dr Neil Khor,
Hon. Secretary
